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 it was no coincidence that the music emmanuel 
Macron chose to accompany him, as he walked in 
victory through the louvre esplanade on sunday 
night, was Beethoven’s Ode to Joy, the official an-
them of the European Union. This election was, first 
and foremost, the rebuttal of what could have been 
– for France, europe and the west at large – a slide 
into a new dark age. to say this in no way diminish-
es the other accomplishments of Macron’s win: the 
youngest French president in modern history, and 
a meteoric rise that slickly took advantage of crum-
bling traditional political structure. 
Source: https://www.theguardian.com/commentis-
free/2017/may/08/macron-europe-president-nation-
alism

French Elections
Ode of Joy playing at victory speach

No special treatment for the 
City of London

Britain’s Prime Minister theresa May, who will open 
negotiations with the eu in June assuming she wins a 
snap election she called last week, singled out banking 
and other financial services among her priorities for a 
future trade deal with the bloc after Brexit.
But France and other member states pressed for chang-
es to the draft at Monday’s meeting to ram home their 
opening position that any deal to allow the city of 
London, Europe’s leading financial centre, continued 
easy access to eu markets must bind Britain to con-
tinuing regulation and supervision by Brussels.

Source: https://www.euractiv.com/section/uk-europe/
news/eu-warns-britain-dont-assume-free-trade-deal-
for-the-city/
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What’s on the EU’s Agenda

Become familiar with some of the most significant topics on the agenda of the Euro-
pean union, explored from the standpoint of its most prominent news portal, eurac-
tiv. Multimedia features are available, with the possibility to opt for english, French 
and German, or, in some cases, one of the 24 official languages of the EU.

Brexit - Door still open?
French President Emmanuel Macron said on Tuesday (13 June) the door was “always 
open” for Britain to remain in the eu despite Prime Minister theresa May saying Brexit 
talks would begin next week.
The meeting in Paris followed the leaders’ remarkably different political fortunes in the 
past week, which saw Macron’s party headed for a massive parliamentary majority, 
while May lost her slim advantage in the house of commons.
Source: http://www.euractiv.com/section/uk-europe/news/macron-tells-may-door-al-
ways-open-for-uk-to-stay-in-eu/
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US reopens door to reviving EU trade talks

the us is open to resuming talks on the stalled free trade deal with the european union, 
commerce secretary Wilbur Ross said on Tuesday (31 May).
“It’s no mistake that, while we withdrew from TPP [Trans-Pacific Partnership], we did not 
withdraw from TTIP [Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership],” Ross told the CNBC 
broadcaster. 
“The EU is one of our largest trading partners, and any negotiations legally must be con-
ducted at the eu level and not with individual nations,” he said. 
“Thus, it makes sense to continue TTIP negotiations and to work towards a solution that 
increases overall trade while reducing our trade deficit,” he added. 
ross’s comments came as us president donald trump complained on Monday about ger-
many’s trade surplus with the us and vowed to correct the imbalances. 
The US trade deficit with the EU for 2016 was $146.3 billion (€131b), while in the first three 
months of this year it stood at $32.1 billion, according to official US data. 

Source:https://euobserver.com/economic/138070

German Elections - Eurozone reform
the debate over the increasing politicisation of 
the European Central Bank (ECB) has become a 
recurring theme in german elections since the 
eurozone crisis broke out eight years ago.
german criticism of the ecB reached new 
heights last year when Finance Minister Wolf-
gang schäuble publicly blamed the bank’s 
president, Mario draghi, for the quantitative 
easing (QE) program, which is largely credited 
for saving the euro from collapse.
But as election day nears, germany’s strong 
economy and the eurozone’s overall positive 
outlook are making ecB critics less audible. 
as a consequence, the anti-euro alternative for 
Germany (AfD) and the Conservative CSU party 
have tended to aim their criticism at Merkel’s 
immigration policies, relegating eurozone re-
forms to a secondary debate.
Source: https://www.euractiv.com/sec-
tion/economic-governance/news/germa-
ny-warned-against-eurozone-reform-compla-
cency-ahead-of-election/
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After three successful events, the International Conference “Disintegration and Integration 
in East-Central Europe”, organized since 2013 by the Faculty of European Studies of Babeș-
Bolyai university of cluj-napoca, romania, in cooperation with prestigious academic insti-
tutions, such as the universities of strasbourg, Padua or Magdeburg, and high-level academ-
ic bodies actively involved in EU studies, such as The European Union Liaison Committee of 
historians, is now at its fourth edition.
this year’s edition will be organized in partnership with università degli studi di roma 
tre and will focus on how contemporaries have embarked at several momentous european 
events on a thorough dialogue about the future of the european union, by bringing in ideas, 
perspectives and strategies. the conference endeavours to explore and shed light on the 
manners in which european integration and its outcome were understood in the past by the 
leaders and trendsetters of European unification, starting with the 1940s and the 1950s. It will 
emphasise the concept of europe, its role, the modus operandi through which integration 
could be achieved and its original instruments, whilst analysing the transformation of the 
integration approach, and the changing of its goals: from deepening (Europe of the Six), to 
widening (Europe of the 10-12) and enlarging (Europe of the 27/28).

Contact:
email: papp.eva@ubbcluj.ro
web: http://sites.euro.ubbcluj.ro/
diece2017/

Disintegration and Integra-
tion in East-Central Europe

26th and 27th of October 
2017


